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The Federal Convention. 



In 1819, when John Quincy Adams by di- 
rection of Congress, edited and published the 
Journal of the Federal Convention^ he drew up 
from the commissions, etc., filed by the attend- 
ing delegates, a list of the members, including 
those who were appointed but did not attend, 
and those who attended but did not sign the 
completed instrument, making in all a list of 
sixty-five names. 

This list was accepted and republished by 
Elliot in his ** Debates in the State Conven- 
tions," by Curtis, in his " History of the Con- 
stitution," and more recently in the " Official 
Programme of the Constitutional Centennial" 
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Members of the Federal Convention. * 

and no additions are promised in the forth- 
coming memorial volume of that celebration. 
Thus, this list prepared in 1819, has become a 
fixture, and both students and autograph col- 
lectors have accepted it as correct. 

There are, however, several omissions, and 
by reference to original documents, acts, 
journals, etc., I have increased the list to 
seventy-four names. To this I have added 
in such cases as I have been able, the reasons 
of members for declining the appointment, 
and for the non attendance of such as failed 
to be present in the Convention ; the day of 
arrival of the attending members ; their ab- 
sences, the date of leaving of those who failed 
to sign the Constitution, with their reasons, 
and the part the non-attending or non-sign- 
ing members took in their own States in sup- 
port of, or opposition to the ratification. 

Paul Leicester Ford. 
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Members of the Federal Convention. 6 

^««a, Francis. 
Did not attend Convention, owing to judicial duties and ill- 
health. Voted to ratify the Constitution in Massachusetts 
Convention. 

Gfrry, Elhndge. 
Attended Convention May 29. Sat through the session, but 
refused to sign. Was strongly opposed to the adoption of the 
Constitution by Massachusetts, but was defeated in his election 
to the State Convention. 

Gotham^ Nathaniel. 
Attended Convention May 98. Signed. 

King, Rufm. 
Attended Convention May 35. Signed. 

Strong, Caleb. 
Attended Convention May 28. Left Convention some time after 
August 16. Voted in favor of ratifying Constitution in Massa- 
chusetts Convention. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Appointed delegates by Act of Legislature, May, 
1787. 

Johnson, fVilliam Samuel. 

Attended Convention June a. Signed. 
Sherman, Roger. 
Attended Convention May 30. Signed. 
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Members of the Federal Convention. 7 

Ellsworth, Oliver. 
Attended Convention May 28. L«ft Convention some time 
after Augmt 23. Voted to ratify Constitution in Connecticut 
Convention. 

NEW YORK. 
Act appointing delegates passed February 28, 1787. 
Elected by Legislature, March 16, 1787. 

Yates, Robert, 
Attended Convention May 25. T^ft Convention July 5. Voted 
against ratification of the Constitution In the New York Con- 
vention. 

Hamilton, Alexander. 
Attended Convention May 25. Was in New York July 3-26. 
Again in Convention August 13, and was in New York Augui»t 
20-26. Signed. 

Lansing, John, Jr. 
Attended Convention June 2. Left Convention July 5. Voted 
against ratification of the Constitution in New York Convention. 

NEW JERSEY. 
. Appointed delegates by Acts of Legislature, 1786-7. 
Commissioned by Governor, November 23, 1786, 
May 18 and June 5, 1787. 

Brearly, David. 
Attended Convention May 25. Signed. 
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Members of the Federal Convention. 



8 



Houston, William Chur-chill, 

Attended Convention May 25. Ill-health compelled him to 

leave some time after July 23. 
Paterson, William, 

Attended Convention May 25. Signed. 

Neilson, John, 

Did not attend Convention. Voted to ratify the Constituiion 

in New Jersey Convention. 
Livingstcn, William, 

Attended Convention June as, having been delayed by his 

official duties as Governor of New Jersey. Was absent from 

Convention July 3-i9« Signed. 

Clark, Abraham, 
Did not attend Convention, being present in the Continental 
Congress. Opposed to the adoption of the Constimtiou in New 
Jersey, but though elected to the State Convention was pre- 
vented by ill health from attending. 

Dayton, Jonathan. 
Attended Convention June 23, not having been appointed until 
June 5. Signed. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Appointed delegates by Act of Legislature, Decem- 
ber 30, 1786. Supplementary act, appointing Franl<- 
lin, passed March 28, 1787. 
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Members of the Federal Convention. ^ 

Mijflin, Tliomas, 

Attended Convention May aS. Signed. 
Morris, Robert, 

Attended Convention May 25. Signed. 
Clymer, George. 

Attended Convention May a8. Signed. 
lns;ersoU, JareJ, 

Attended Convention May a8. Signed. 
Fitzsimons, Thomas. 

Attended Convention May 28. Signed. 

Wilson, James, 

Attended Convention, May 25. Signed. 
Morns, Gouvemeur. 

Attended Convention May 25, Was absent for some time prior 

to July a. Signed. 

Franklin^ Benjamin, 
Attended Convention May 28. Signed. 

DELAWARE. 

Appointed delegates by Act of Legislature, February 
3,1787. Commissioned by Governor, April 2, 1787. 

Read, George, 
Attended Convention May 25. Signed. v 
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Members of the Fed^^<^^ Convention. 10 

Bedford, Gunning, 

Attended Convention May aS. Signed. 
Dickinson, John, 

Attended Convention May 29. Signed. 
Basiett, Richard. 

Attended Convention May 95. Signed. 
Broom, Jacob, 

Attended Convention May 25. Signed. 

MARYLAND. 

Elected delegates by Legislature, April 23, 1787. 
Vacancies filled by Legislature, May 5. 8, and 22. 
Commissioned by Act of Legislature, May 26, 1787. 

Harrison, Robert Hanson, 
Declined. 

Carroll, Charles^ oj Carrollton. 
Declined. Favored adoption. 

^tone, Thomas, 
Declined. Died just after publication of the Constitution. 

M* Henry, James, 
Attended Convention May 28. Left June r, owing to the ill- 
ness of his brother. Returned prior to August 13. Signed. 

J^i, Thomas Sim, 
Declined. Voted in favor of ratifying in Maryland Convention. 
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Members of the Federal Convention. 3 j 

^^vaU, Gabriel. 

Declined. 
Jenifer, Daniel, of St. Thomas. 

Attended Convention June a. Sifcned. 
Carroll^ Daniel, 

Attended Convention July 9. Signed. 
Mercer^ James Francis, 
Attended Convention August 6. Left September 4. Oppoxtd 
the adoption of the Constitution in Maryland. 

Martin^ Luther. 
Attended Convention June 9. Left September 4. Opposed the 
adoption of the Constitution in Maryland. 

VIRGINIA. 

Elected delegates by Legislature, December 4, 1786. 
Vacancies filled by Governor. 

Washington^ George. 
Attended Convention May «5. Signed. 

Henry^ Patrick. 
Declined. Voted against the ratification of the Constitution In 

the Virginia Convention. 
Randolph, Edmund. 

Attended Convention May 25. Sat through the session, but 

refused to sign. Voted in favor of ratifying in the Vi^inia 

Convention. 
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Members of the Federal Convention. 12 

Blair, John, 
Attended Convention May 25. Signed. 

Madison, James, 
Attended Convention May 25 Signed. 

Mason, George, 
Attended Convention May 25. Sat through the session, but re- 
fused to sign. Voted against the ratification of the Constitution 
in Virginia Convention. 

Wythe, George. 
Attended Convention May as. Left June 5, owing to " the se- 
rious declension of hislady*s health." Voted in favor of ratifi- 
cation in Virginia Convention. 

Lee, Richard Henry, 
Declined, "for family reasons," and because he did not approve 
that the same men who had framed the Constitution should pass 
upon it in the Continental Congress. Opposed the adoption of 
the Constitution. 

Nelson, Thomas. 
Declined, having retired into private life. Was opposed to the 
adoption of the Constitution. 

McClurg, James. 
Attended Convention May 25. Left Convention some time 
after July 30. Favored the adoption of the Constitution. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

Appointed delegates by Act of Legislature, January 
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Memd^rs of the Federal Convention, V^ 

^' 1787. Vacancies filled by Governor. April 3 and 
23, 1787. 

Caswell^ Richard, 
Declined Favored adoption of the Constitution, but was de- 
feated in his election to the first North Carolina Convention. 

Martin, Alexander, 
Attended Convention May 95. Left Convention after July 36. 
Favored adoption of the Constitution, but was defeated in his 
election to the first North Carolina Convention. 

Davie, William Richardson. 
Attended Convention May 25. Left after July a6. Voted to 
ratify the Constitution in North Carolina Convention. 

Spaight, Richard Dobbs. 
Attended Convention May as- Signed. 

Jones, Willie- 

Declined. Voted against the ratification of the Constitution in 
the first North Carolina Convention. 

Blounl, William, 
Attended Convention June ao, being "detained by indisposition 
in New York." Was in the Continental Congress July 13- 
August 94. Disapproved the Constitution, but signed. Was 
defeated in his election to first North Carolina Convention. 

WilUmson, Hugh, 
Attended Convention May 25. Signed. 
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Members of the Federal Convention. 14 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Act providing for delegates passed by Legislature, 
March 8, 1787. Elected by joint ballot of Legisla- 
^•ir*. Commissioned by Governor, April 10, 1787. 

Attended Convention May 95. Signed. 
^inckney, Charles Cotestvorih. 

Attended Convention May as. Signed. 
Pinckney, Charles. 

Attended Convention May 25. Signed. 
Butler, Pierce. 

Attended Convention May 35. Was present in the Continental 

Congress August a-5. Signed. 

Laurens, Henry. 
Never attended, being '* kept away by ill health." Voted in fa- 
vor of ratifying the Constitution in South Carolina Convention. 

GEORGIA. 

Appointed delegates by Act of Legislature, February 
lo, 1787. Commissioned by Governor, April 17, 

1787. 

Pew, William. 
Attended Convention May 35. Signed. 
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M ambers of the Ftikral Convention. 15 
^Qidmft, Abraham. 

'Attended ConTcnlion June li. Signc^l^ 
^iVrt, William. 
A-tttuded Con^MCion May 31. Wni prea*in(. in the CotitlncntBl 
C«i£«ia July ij-Sept«mb«r 04. 

t>id not attend Convention. 

Houston, William, 
Attended Convention June 1. Left some time after July 18. 

Pendleton, Nathaniel. 
Bid not attend Convention. 
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